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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicants submit this statement in accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 
CFR 156 and 1.97-1.98. Applicants state as follows: 

After submitting a transmittal of payment of issue fee on April 14, 2003, and upon 
further review of the application prosecution history and U.S. Patent 4.923.902 to Wycech 
(hereinafter referred to as Wycech). Applicants have realized that (under certain possible 
interpretations of Applicants' allowed claims) assertions made in a Response and Amendment 
dated June 4, 2002 are not technically accurate. In an excess of caution, to avoid any 
potential for a claim that Applicants intended to mislead the Examiner in violation of 37 C.F.R. 
1.56, Applicants submit this petition. 

In particular, the following assertions were made regarding the references of record in 
the present application: 

i) The references of record do not discuss nor does the Office Action 
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mention the provision of both "an epoxy component" and an tf amine 
component" as recited in claims 1 and 10 wherein each of the components 
include "a thixoptropic filler prior to their combination." and 
ii) In addition to ignoring the above mention language, the Office Action also 
ignores the language in claims 1 and 10 suggesting the softening of a 
'thermoplastic shell' by the 'amine-epoxy exotherm' for the purposes of 
expansion. None of the references of record disclose such expansion." 
It has become apparent, however, upon subsequent review of the file, that Wycech 
discloses fillers that, although not particularly characterized by Wycech as "thixotropes", 
could qualify as thixotropes under a broad construction of Applicants claims, and may be 
present in both an epoxy resin and an amine curing agent prior to mixture thereof. 
Moreover, it has also become apparent that the mechanism for expansion disclosed by 
Wycech might be understood as being covered by "the softening of a 'thermoplastic shell* by 
the 'amine-epoxy exotherm' for the purposes of expansion." 

Applicants continue to believe that the allowed claims patentably distinguish over that 
which is disclosed in Wycech. In particular, Applicants point out that independent claims 1, 
10 and 20 each recite the "amine component 0 and the "epoxy component* in a "substantially 
liquid form* 7 prior to combination thereof. In contrast, Applicants believe that Wycech 
appears to disclose forming a "first composition including ... a thermosetting resin" (e.g., an 
epoxy resin) into a "dough" and forming a "second composition including a curing agent" 
(e.g., an amine component) into a "dough" and combining the doughs to form an 
expandable material, (see col. 12, lines 15-45) 

Applicants submit the present application to confirm that the Wycech reference, 
although of record for the present application, was thoroughly and independently examined by 
the Examiner. 

Applicants also submit one additional reference listed on attached form FTO/SB/08a. 
The submission made herewith is in no way intended as an admission that the cited items 
constitute material prior art or otherwise would render the claims unpatentable In any way. 
The submission also is in no way intended to substitute for the Examiner's own independent 
investigation. Applicants respectfully solicit the Examiner's consideration of the cited 
reference and entry thereof into the record of this application. 

No fee is believed to be due with the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
If any fee is due with the filing of this paper please charge the amount to deposit account 
50-1097. 



Page 2 



JUN 03 '03 04:28 FR DOBRUSIN THENNISCH 



12485930581 TO 17033086916 



P. 10/41 



Date: 



6 




Scott A. Chappie 
Registration No. 46,287 
Dobrusin & Thennisch PC 
401 South Old Woodward Avenue 
Suite 311 

Birmingham, Ml 48009 
248-593-9900 
Customer No. 25215 



Pag© 3 



JUN 03 '03 04:28 FR DOBRUSIN THENNISCH 12485930581 TO 17033086916 



P. 11/41 



PTO/5B/Qda (05-03) 
Approved lor use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0« 5 1-0031 
iij^^. A „ US. Potent and Trademark. Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Pape/*** Reduction Act of 1 BPS, no persons a re required to respond k> g collection of information unless It contain T^SSa^! ^^^. 



Substitute ror form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fU*c as many sh^ffs A3 necwjary l 



I PfT 



Complex if Known hAX RECEIVED 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Q5/Q2/2QQ1 



J UN 5 2 )Q3 



mi 



Morton Foelak 



ICE 



V Sheet I 



JL 



Attorney Docket Number | i qqi .(353 



Examiner 
Initials" 



Cite 
No. 1 



Document Number 



Number-Kind Code 2 fr*™-** 



US- 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pnocs, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



U5- 



U5- 
U5-~ 



US- 
D5T 



US- 



US- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



U5- 

us^ 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Foreign Palorrt Document 



Cowtry Code ^Number ^Wnd Cam s $ known) 



Publication Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant or Died Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines. 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



wo 



00/13876 



03/16/2000 



Henkel Corporation 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



1 



^^^^ J2 IU f 1 tf wte ' e . n 2 c f nwter ^' wh8thar cr ^tatton is in conformance with MPEP SOT. Draw line through citation rf not in conformance and not 
fSS^H?*. ^ U r? e ?' S f0,Tn ^ C^^urwcafcn to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) * See Kinds Codes of 

USPTO Patent Documents atwww yg P to,qov or MPEP 901.04. 1 Enter Office that issued the document by the two-tetter cede (WIPO Standard ST 3) * For 
Japanese patent documents; the indication of the year of the relfln ot the Emperor must precede the serial number of the pa'ent document s Kind of document bv 
TrarSn^ atja^htd 6 ** ^ d0CUTT1Cnl WIF>0 5t ° n ^ ST * 10 " P 03 * 2 ** ° APP^nt Is to place e check mark here H English language 

Thiscdleciion of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to nie (and by the 
USPTO to proe«sa) an 3 ppfi«ugn. Confidentiality to governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 end 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is eitotedto t£*2 ^rBtoSrd™ 
induing galhenrifl, preparing, and submitting, the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comment*' 
on the amount oftime you require to complete this form enaVor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief (ntorm»tion Officer U S Patent 
ISrJlr^^^SS De P ar y neAt f Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-14S0. DO NOT 5EMD FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Com mi as loner f Qr Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. w« rmwn v inio 



If you need assistance in completing the form, ca// 1-BQQ~PT0*9199 and select option 2. 



